CHAPTER XLVII
MAGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF GAMES IN PRIMITIVE
AGRICULTURE
ELSEWHERE I have discussed the magical significance of
games in primitive agriculture.1 Here I may cite a few more
cases of them. Thus, for example, in Southern India " in
villages in South Canara there are certain rakshasas (demons),
called Kamble Asura, who preside over the fields. To
propitiate them buffalo races, which are an exciting form of
sport, are held, usually in October and November, before the
second or sugge crop is sown. It is believed that, if the races
are omitted, there will be a failure of the crop. . . . On the
following day, the seedlings are planted. To propitiate
various demons, the days following the races are devoted to
cock-fighting, in which hundreds of birds may take part." a
Among the Malays " in the ritual of the rice-field there is
continual reference to ancestral spirits and goblins of the
soil, the hill, the plain. Accordingly, every three or four
years before clearing their fields for planting Malay husband-
men have a mock combat to expel evil spirits. Sometimes
banana stems are the weapons wielded. Sometimes the two
opposing parties hurl thin rods with pared fiat ends like that
of an old-fashioned stethoscope across a gully, until a blow
makes the face of one of the combatants bleed and ends the
fray. It has been suggested that one of the parties in such
mimic battles represented the forces of evil." a Among the
Toradyas of Central Celebes on the day before the planting
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